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PRELIMS SPECIAL – 8 (FOR UPSC CSE 2018) 
 

1. Consider the following statements about Biomes: 

1. Alpine Tundra has high mean annual precipitation but low mean annual temperature. 

2. Desert has low mean annual precipitation but high mean annual temperature. 

3. Tropical forest has high mean annual precipitation and high mean annual temperature. 

 Which of the statement(s) given above is/are INCORRECT? 

(a) 1 only    (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3  

2. Consider the following statements 

1. It is mostly a treeless region. 

2. It is dominated by tall grass, upto two meters high. 

3. It has a moderate climate. 

Which of the following is/are a characteristic of Prairies? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only   (b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only   (d) 2 only 

3. Which of the following is a cold local wind? 

1. Pampero 

2. Chinook 

3. Mistral 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

 (a) 1 and 3 only   (b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only   (d) 1 and 2 only 

4. With reference to Inter Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) consider the following statements: 

1. This is the zone where trade winds converge. 

2. ITCZ is also known as horse latitude because of its calm condition. 

3. Movement of ITCZ affect the monsoon in Asia. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 and 2 only   (b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3 only 

5. Consider the following statements about ‘TropicaI deciduous forests’: 

1. These are also called the monsoon forests. 

2. They need a lot of care as they are less resistant to fire.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 Only   (b) 2 Only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) None of the above 

6. Tropic of Cancer passes through which of the following group of Indian States: 

(a) Gujarat, MP, Chhattisgarh, Manipur 

(b) Rajasthan, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Mizoram 

(c) UP, MP, Bihar, Jharkhand 

(d) Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh 

7. Arrange the following types of vegetation of African continent as they appear from South to North in 

terms of geographical spread: 

1. Mediterranean Vegetation. 

2. Savanna Grassland. 
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3. Equatorial Forests. 

4. Desert Vegetation. 

 Choose the correct answer by using the codes given below: 

 (a) 3, 2, 4, 1   (b) 2, 1, 3, 4 

(c) 1, 2, 4, 3   (d) 3, 1, 2 4 

8. Consider the following statements about TAIGA region: 

1. It is a forest of the cold, subarctic region. 

2. These taiga areas experience severe winters and short, warm summers. 

3. The soil beneath the taiga often contains permafrost  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) Only 1    (b) Only 1 and 2 

(c) Only 2 and 3   (d) All of the above 

9. Which of the following factors determine the climate of a place? 

1. Distance from the sea. 

2. Ocean currents. 

3. Topography 

4. Distance from the equator. 

5. Longitudinal position of the place.  

Which of the above points is/are correct? 

 (a) 2, 3 and 4 only   (b) 1, 2, 3and5only  

(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only  (d) All of the above  

10. Consider the following characteristic about a forest biome: 

1. Dipterocarpus and Hopea are the most common tree species in these forests. 

2. Woody climbers and epiphytes grow profusely in these forests. 

3. Nutrient storage in soil is low. 

Which of the following major forest biome is described in above statements? 

(a) Tropical deciduous forest  

(b) Tropical evergreen forest  

(c) Tropical rain forest 

(d) None of the above 

11. Lake Chad is surrounded by which of the following countries? 

1. Chad 

2. Nigeria 

3. Niger 

4. Cameroon 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1 only   (b) 1 and 2  

(c) 1, 2 and 3  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

12. Which of the following nations/regions is a part of what is known as the ‘Sahel’ region? 

(a) Namibia   (b) MaIi 

(c) Tunisia   (d) Egypt  

13. The average temperature on earth remains constant. This is because: 

(a) Earth retains the sun’s heat and the net heat radiated by earth back to space is less than the 

heat received by the earth from sun. 

(b) The net heat radiated by the earth back to space is equal to the heat received by the earth. 
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(c) The net heat radiated back by the earth is more than the heat received by the earth. 

(d) Due to excessive rainfall across the equator. 

14. Consider the following statements regarding Ocean Salinity: 

1. Horizontal distribution of salinity is shown by Isohalines which are imaginary lines connecting 

the areas of similar salinity. 

2. Due to high rate of evaporation, areas on the equator have the highest salinity. 

 Which of the above statements are correct?  

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 

15. Which of the following statements related to the ocean currents is/are correct? 

1. Gulf Stream increases the intensity of cyclones along the eastern coast of the US. 

2. North Atlantic Drift is responsible for moderating the climate of Eastern Europe. 

Choose the appropriate code: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 1 only 

(c) 2 only   (d) None  

16. Which of the following terms associated with oceanography is/are correct? 

1. Guyot: It is an isolated underwater volcanic mountain with a flat below the surface of the sea. 

2. Terrigenous Sediments: These are sediments that have precipitated directly from sea water. 

3. Tombolo: It is a long underwater ridge formed by sand deposited offshore. 

Choose the appropriate code: 

(a) Only 1   (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 2    (d) None 

17. Consider the following statements about tropical deserts 

1. Tropical deserts are the trade wind deserts of the world formed by the subsiding air thus 

inhibiting precipitation. 

2. Dry conditions of these regions are further added by the passing of cold currents near the coast. 

Choose the correct statements using below given codes: 

 (a) Only 1   (b) Only 2 

(c) Both    (d) None  

18. Which of the following is/are the characteristics of Savanna type of climate? 

1. This type of climate has alternate wet and dry seasons and gets all their rain in the summer 

months. 

2. Trees and bushes are widely spaced in the region. 

3. The region is also known as Big Game Country. 

 Choose the appropriate code: 

 (a) Only 1   (b) 2 and 3  

(c) 1 and 3   (d) All of them are correct  

19. Consider the following statements related to China type climate 

1. In summers, intense heating of Asiatic interior sets up a region of low pressure which results in 

heavy precipitation in China 

2. Typhoons originate in Pacific Ocean, & move westward to the coastlands, bordering South China 

Sea. 

Which of the above statements is/are INCORRECT? 

(a) 1 only   (b) 2 only 

(c) Both    (d) None  
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20. Sudan Type of climate is associated with hot zone. Consider the following statements and choose 

the correct statement from the given below: 

1. This climate is characterized by an alternate hot, rainy season and cool, dry season. 

2. Low diurnal range of temperature is characteristic feature. 

3. Harmattan is a local wind of this climatic zone in Africa. 

4. Sudan types of climate has parkland vegetation. 

Choose the appropriate code: 

 (a) 1, 2 and 4 only   (b) 2 and 3 only  

 (c) 1, 3 and 4 only  (d) All of the above  
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